Appendix E: jQuery Selectors

Normally when you use CSS, you must use the subset that most modern browsers support.  With jQuery you can use many more.  Here is a list of the different ways you can find something using jQuery.  It is not needed to memorize or really understand all these selectors.  As you get better with jQuery you will find neat uses for many of these.
· * any element 

· E an element of type E 

· E:nth-child(n) an E element, the n-th child of its parent 

· E:first-child an E element, first child of its parent 

· E:last-child an E element, last child of its parent 

· E:only-child an E element, only child of its parent 

· E:empty an E element that has no children (including text nodes) 

· E:enabled a user interface element E which is not disabled 

· E:disabled a user interface element E which is disabled 

· E:checked a user interface element E which is checked (for instance a radio-button or checkbox) 

· E:selected a user interface element E which is selected (one or more option elements inside a select) - not in the CSS spec, but nonetheless supported by jQuery 

· E.warning an E element whose class is "warning" 

· E#myid an E element with ID equal to "myid". (Will only match, at most, one element.) 

· E:not(s) an E element that does not match simple selector s 

· E F an F element descendant of an E element 

· E > F an F element child of an E element 

· E + F an F element immediately preceded by an E element 

· E ~ F an F element preceded by an E element 

· E,F,G select all E elements, F elements, and G elements 

There is also a fancy way of finding things in jQuery which use something called xPath.  Here are some examples:
· E[@foo] an E element with a "foo" attribute 

· E[@foo=bar] an E element whose "foo" attribute value is exactly equal to "bar" 

· E[@foo^=bar] an E element whose "foo" attribute value begins exactly with the string "bar" 

· E[@foo$=bar] an E element whose "foo" attribute value ends exactly with the string "bar" 

· E[@foo*=bar] an E element whose "foo" attribute value contains the substring "bar" 

Additionally, jQuery supports a bunch of non-standard selectors like these:
· E:link 

· E:visited an E element being the source anchor of a hyperlink of which the target is not yet visited (:link) or already visited (:visited) 

· E:active 

· E:hover 

· E:focus an E element during certain user actions 

· E:target an E element being the target of the referring URI 

· E::first-line the first formatted line of an E element 

· E::first-letter the first formatted letter of an E element 

· E::selection the portion of an E element that is currently selected/highlighted by the user 

· E::before generated content before an E element 

· E::after generated content after an E element 

· :even Selects every other (even) element from the matched element set. 

· :odd Selects every other (odd) element from the matched element set. 

· :eq(0) and :nth(0) Selects the Nth element from the matched element set 

· :gt(4) Selects all matched elements whose index is greater than N. 

· :lt(4) Selects all matched elements whose index is less than N. 

· :first Equivalent to :eq(0) 

· :last Selects the last matched element. 

· :parent Selects all elements which have child elements (including text). 

· :contains('test') Selects all elements which contain the specified text. 

· :visible Selects all visible elements (this includes items that have a display of block or inline, a visibility of visible, and aren't form elements of type hidden) 

· :hidden Selects all hidden elements (this includes items that have a display of none, or a visibility of hidden, or are form elements of type hidden) 

Form elements also have special selectors like these:
· :input Selects all form elements (input, select, textarea, button). 

· :text Selects all text fields (type="text"). 

· :password Selects all password fields (type="password"). 

· :radio Selects all radio fields (type="radio"). 

· :checkbox Selects all checkbox fields (type="checkbox"). 

· :submit Selects all submit buttons (type="submit"). 

· :image Selects all form images (type="image"). 

· :reset Selects all reset buttons (type="reset"). 

· :button Selects all other buttons (type="button"). 
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